Step 3: Processing Your Request 
1.  The FOIA allows "any person" to seek access to "agency records".  The U. S. Marine Corps processes thousands of FOIA requests for a wide variety of information and only in about 10% of the cases is information denied.  

2.  You will receive a response to your request within 20 working days.  Please keep in mind that the 20 working day time limit begins when the activity holding the record(s) receives your request and does not include Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays.  Due to shrinking budgets, downsizing, complexity of certain requests, the need for classification and legal review, coupled with the number of requests received for processing, some Marine Corps activities may not be able to respond to your FOIA request within 20 working days.  To ensure fair and equitable treatment, your request will be placed in a multi-track "first-in, first-out" queue; one track for simple requests, one track for complex requests, and one track for expedited requests. 
